
Dear Partners in Mission,  

 Soon we will be celebrating the 
holiday of Thanksgiving. As I look back 
over the past year, we SMSM’s have a lot 
to be grateful for. One that I would like to 
mention here is our growth in 
intercultural community living. 
 Last November Sisters Helen, Palepa, Pesio 
and I attended an excellent workshop on 
Interculturality at Catholic Theological Union in 
Chicago. We then created a workshop for our Sisters 
entitled “Engaging and Embracing the Gift of 
Interculturality in our SMSM communities” and 
presented it to our communities in the USA, Jamaica, 
and Peru. The responses of the sisters showed that they 
appreciated the input and even more importantly the 
discussions among ourselves, which can lead to 
greater mutual understanding and collaboration. 
 From the origins of our congregation in the 
mid-19th century, when some French women went to 
the Pacific as missionaries and lived a consecrated life 
inspired by the spirit of Mary, there were women from 
the Pacific islands who joined us. We have always 
lived in “multicultural” communities. However, living 
as an “intercultural” community is different. Fr. 
Anthony Gittins, author of “Living Mission 
Interculturally” states, “interculturality is a 
theological faith-based response to multicultural and 
international living”. It means the community 
intentionally encourages the recognition of the 
different cultures of its members and interacts in a way 
that is mutually enriching for all.  
 Today women are joining us from many 
different countries. This is a gift and something for 
which we are very grateful. The decision of our 
congregation to bring together vocation and formation 
personnel from all over the world to learn and work 
together to develop skills for vocational discernment 
and formation processes is a blessing for our future. 
  We hope this coming year is filled with many 
blessings for each of you. Happy Thanksgiving! 
  
Sister Mary Jane Kenney, SMSM 
Regional Leader 
Region of the Americas 
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A Time for Giving Thanks… 

Thank You, Lord, for our Senior Sisters… 

Sister Mary Ida and Sister Mary Augusta (above) 
served as a doctor and nurse team in a Cambodian 
Refugee camp in Thailand in the 1970’s, and later 
worked in Yemen with Catholic Relief Services.  This 
year Sister Augusta celebrated her 100th birthday. 
Thank you, Sisters, for the inspiration you are for all 
of us! 

Thank You, Lord, for our Younger Sisters… 

Six Sisters from different countries are presently in 
our Scholasticate Program in Waltham MA, studying 
for their BA in Theology. Clockwise from left: Sisters 
Marie Chantal (Rwanda), Mira (Kiribati), Maya 
(Togo), Sunitha (Sri Lanka), Violet Grennan FMIC 
(visiting lecturer), Mary (Solomons), Senitila (Tonga) 
and Virginia (USA- Coordinator of the program) 
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Participants and country of origin: 
Front row: Srs. Annemarie Woeste 
(Germany), Lucinder Malogai (Papua 
New Guinea), Cristina Giustozzi (Italy), 
Kathleen Ruck (New Zealand), Judith 
Moore (New Zealand), Lupetea Vea 
(Tonga), Esther N’Sanda (Dem.Rep. of 
Congo), Euphrasie Mukumana 
(Rwanda), Marie Claire 
Rambeloharinirina (Madagascar), 
Michelle DeSilva (Trinidad) Virginia 
Fornasa (USA), Malia Nive Kepu 
(Tonga), Georgeanne Marie Donovan 
(USA).  
Back row:  Srs. Mary Jane Kenney 
(USA), Helen Muller (Tonga), Marie 
Kampororo (Rwanda), Jennifer Laku 
(Solomon Islands), Ana Berru (Peru), 
Telesia Mulipola (Samoa), Loloahi 
Tautalanoa (Tonga), Jennifer Clarke 
(UK). 

SMSM International Formation Meeting- July 2018 

Last July, Sisters from throughout the congregation who are working in vocation ministry or with 
postulants, novices or sisters in ongoing formation were called to a meeting with Sister Georgeanne 
Marie Donovan, our Congregational Leader and her Council to gain new skills and learn about new 
directions and policies for the Marist Missionary Sisters with regard to welcoming new members. 

Golden Jubilee of Sister Malia Aloisia Vea, September 8th 

“Gratefulness is the heart of prayer.” 
Brother David Steindl-Rast 

On September 8th, 2018 we 
expressed our thanks to the 
Lord and to Sister Malia 
Aloisia for her 50 years as a 
Marist Missionary Sister. 

Sister Aloisia is originally 
from Tonga and has served in 
many places over the years – 
from the remote Chatham 
Islands, off the coast of New 
Zealand, where she served as a 
nurse, to the American cities of 
Chicago and Memphis where 
she did pastoral ministry.  Here 
in Waltham she is the superior 
of our central house where she 
welcomes both senior sisters 
and sister-students as well as 
numerous visitors from near 
and far.  

We are so grateful for your 
many gifts for creating and 
building community among us, 
dear Sr. Aloisia!  

Sisters Judith Moore, Mary Alexia, Malia Aloisia, Senitila, and Maya just after the Jubilee 
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Those who have gone before us…  

Sister Mary Immaculae CARROLL, smsm 
August 14th, 1926 – September 22nd, 2018 
 
Marianne Carroll of Philadelphia, PA, entered the 
Marist Missionary Sisters on August 2nd, 1945 
and made her first vows on February 2nd 1948.  
She took the name Sister Mary Immaculae, and 
was missioned to the island of Bougainville in 
Papua New Guinea in 1949. She served there for 
more than 40 years. Read more about her 
inspiring life and the lives of many Sisters who 
have gone before us at our congregational website 
smsmsisters.org.  

FACTS FOR OUR FRIENDS: 

Income: 

• In	many	areas	of	mission	our	Sisters	receive	a	
small	stipend	from	the	diocese,	parish,	school,	
clinic,	or	other	organization	in	which	they	
work,	which	covers	some	of	their	daily	living	
expenses.	

• In	some	cases	a	foundation	or	other	
organization	provides	funds	for	a	particular	
project.	
	
	

Needs:   

Some of the “hidden costs” of preparing a Sister 
for mission and keeping her there include 

• Formation:	the	initial	costs	of	welcoming	
new	members	and	supporting	them	through	
the	postulancy	and	novitiate.	

• Education:	Our	Sisters	need	support	for	
study	at	universities	or	other	forms	of	tertiary	
education	and	ongoing	formation	at	different	
stages	of	life.	

• Travel:	Our	Sisters	return	to	their	home	
countries	for	visits	to	their	family	about	every	
3	or	4	years.		Airfares	and	the	costs	of	visas	
and	work	permits	are	constantly	rising.	

• Senior	Sisters:	In	every	Region	there	are	
senior	Sisters	who	need	our	care	and	support.	

 

How can you help as a Partner in Mission? 

• By	your	prayer	for	our	Sisters	and	their	
sharing	in	Christ’s	mission	throughout	the	
world.	

• Your	contribution,	large	or	small,	will	be	a	
great	help	in	aiding	us	to	continue	to	be	
present,	to	serve	in	some	of	the	poorest	areas	
of	the	world.			

• If	possible,	remember	our	congregation	in	
your	will	or	estate	planning.	Our	official	title	
and	address	in	the	USA	for	these	purposes	is:	

Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary 
349 Grove Street 
Waltham, MA 02453 

 

RAFFLE WINNERS from the annual Drawing: 

$500	 $100	 $75	
N.	Troccio	
Pittsburgh,	PA	

A.	Caissie	
Waltham,	MA	

J.	Kashian	
Wayland,	MA	

L.	Leblanc	
Waltham,	MA	

K.	Hatch	
Waltham,	MA	

H.	Barry	
Brant	Rock,	MA	

J.	Ledwin	
West	Seneca,	NY	

J.	Getsick	
Concord,	MA	

	

B.	Philippon	
Brunswick,	ME	

	 	

At maristsmsm.org you will 
find a way to 
• Contact	us	with	requests	

for	information	or	
prayers	

• Give	an	online	donation	
• Sign	up	to	receive	an	

occasional	news	item	
from	us	

• View	or	download	past	
issues	of	Marist	Mission	
Today	

• Find	more	information	
about	the	Marist	
Missionary	Sisters.	

Visit our website on 
your phone, tablet, or 
computer: 



 

 

    

Thinking of becoming a 
Marist Missionary Sister? 
Learn more: Visit our website 
maristsmsm.org 
Contact:  
Email: 
vocations@maristsmsm.org 
 

YEAR END CHARITABLE GIFT        
A contribution to the Marist Missionary 
Sisters before the end of 2018 will be of great 
assistance to us in carrying out our missionary 
activity.  It also can result in tax savings when 
you prepare your tax returns next spring.   

Reward, O Lord, with 
Eternal Life, all those who 
for Your Name’s sake, do us 
good. 
Marist Daily Prayer for our Benefactors 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Marist Missionary Sisters 

Sharing the mission of Christ in the spirit of Mary 


