
Dear Partners in Mission, 
 

This January some of our Sisters 
participated in two different gatherings - 
one in Guatemala City in Central America 
and the other in Atlanta, Georgia. Each of 
these events provided an opportunity for 
many young people to discern how God is 
calling them in their lives, and to consider what it means 
to live “in the spirit of Mary”. 

From January 15 to the 20th one hundred and sixty 
young Marist laity from all over the world gathered at the 
Center for Marist Formation in Guatemala City. The 
theme was “Weaving Life” and the purpose of the 
meeting was the following:  

 
• To give young Marists an opportunity to live a joyful 

experience of Church as a community by providing 
an international and intercultural experience guided 
by the Marist Spirit. 

• To offer a deep experience of community, 
contemplation and solidarity as a way of growth and 
strengthening of bonds of union and personal 
commitment of young Marist leaders. 

• To deepen the baptismal call and provide elements 
for the discernment of the personal vocation in order 
to strengthen in young people their leadership role in 
the Church and society through the development of a 
life project.  
 
At the same time, some members of our Marist 

congregations were invited to the Marist School in 
Atlanta, Georgia for one week to share with the students 
the meaning of our religious, vowed life. This gave the 
students an opportunity to reflect and to ask questions in 
an effort to discern where God might be calling them. 

As Christians, we are all called to be missionaries. 
Some respond and feel God is calling them to become a 
priest, brother or sister. For most, it is as a dedicated 
Christian sharing of Christ’s love and mercy with others. 
As Marists, both lay and vowed, we are called to bring 
Mary’s spirit to the world, which is so much in need of 
mercy and healing.  
 
Sr. Mary Jane Kenney, smsm 
 Regional Leader 
 Region of the Americas 
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“Weaving Life” in Guatemala 
by Sister Jhorna Gomes, smsm 

 
 

Sister Jhorna Gomes, (second from left) with a group of participants in the 
Marist Youth gathering in Guatemala City, January 2019. Sister Jhorna is 
originally from Bangladesh and is currently missioned in Jamaica. 
 

 
The “Weaving Life” event in Guatemala was a very 
enriching experience with young men and women from 
around the world who were associated with each of the 
four Marist religious congregations and who feel 
themselves called by God to be part of this Marist 
Family.  
The young people felt called by Mary to try to live their 
lives in her spirit and desire to serve the poor through 
solidarity. They have deep love and compassion for the 
needy. 
I was very touched by the group with whom I shared. 
They were willing to do more to share their lives and 
love the people that God sends into their lives, 
wherever they are, trusting Mary totally. They are 
already living in Mary’s spirit, and they have zeal to 
serve. They need lots encouragement but are open to 
learn, challenge and accept. We experienced a special 
call to find strength, courage and mutual support in 
following Mary’s spirit during this special gathering. 
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Vocations Week  - Atlanta, 2019 
By Sisters Senitila Latu & Sunitha Anthonipillai 

 
 In January we had the opportunity to participate in a 
Vocations Week run by the Marist Fathers in Atlanta. 
There were representatives from the Marist Fathers and 
Brothers (SM) - Fathers David Sanchez (Mexico) and 
Mark Kenney (USA), Brother Al Rivera, FMS (USA) 
and the two of us SMSM, Sisters Senitila (Tonga) and 
Sunitha (Sri Lanka). The main purpose of this week 
was to share with the students at Marist School and 
Notre Dame Academy about our Marist Family as well 
as the distinctive features of each Branch.  
We Sisters had a PowerPoint presentation that explains 
who we are as Missionary Sisters of the Society of 
Mary. Then each of us shared our own experience in 
the places we had been missioned (Senegal and 
Madagascar). The sharing of our mission experiences 
recaptures our heart-touching stories and the people 
whom we met in our mission areas.  
Most students were fascinated about our life as 
Missionaries, for “we are ready to leave our own 
country, to set out or set out again”(SMSM 
Constitutions).  
Some of their comments related to the openness 
needed to learn different languages, and to reach out 
and be present to people in different countries who are 
in need and less fortunate. The importance of living in 
a community of Sisters was another aspect of religious 

life that they recognized. 
As a team, we looked at our experience of 
Vocations Week – Atlanta as continuing to 
encourage us in a positive way. Fr. Mark sm 
commented that, “Although we Marists would 
love to have some of the students join us in our 
Marist life as professed religious, we are pleased 
to see that they already share with us a love of 
Mary and a deep appreciation of the spirit of the 
Society. In this way whatever path they may 
take in life, be it married or single, they are 
taking the spirit of Mary with them and are 
infused with it”. 
Over all, it was not only an opportunity for us to 
share who we are as members of the Marist 
family but it was also a wonderful experience to 
work together with other members of the Marist 
family. We very much felt the family spirit 
during this week! Our sincere thanks to the 
Marist Fathers community for their warm 
welcome and their brotherly love and care. We 
felt very much at home because of the family 
spirit that unites us. And we thank you, our 
“partners in mission” for your prayerful support 
and love. 
Sisters Sunitha and Senitila, smsm 
 

Sisters Senitila Latu and Sunitha Anthonipillai just before Mass with all the 
students. Sr Senitila is from Tonga and has been missioned in Madagascar. 
Sr Sunitha is from Sri Lanka and served in Senegal. 

Sister Senitila with some of the Marist high school students, 
sharing past issues of Marist Mission Today. Both Sisters are 
presently living in Waltham MA and studying for their BA in 
Theology. 

Among other peoples and in our own country, in respect and dialogue,  we try to be bonds 
of communion  between peoples, races, and cultures, and witnesses to universal love.  

SMSM CONSTITUTIONS, #22 
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MILESTONES…. 
Along the journey of the life of a Marist Missionary 
Sister, there are many “milestones”.  

When a young woman is attracted to our way of life 
and mission, she enters into a time of discernment 
with a Sister appointed to accompany her. 

 If she asks to join the congregation and is accepted, 
she may become a postulant, and later a novice. 
After some time of postulancy and two years of 
novitiate she may request and be accepted to make 
her first vows.   

The first Profession is made for two years, and if 
she wishes to continue and is admitted by the 
congregation to renew her vows, that may be done 
two more times.   

After 6 years of life in the congregation, which 
includes several years of mission in another 
country, she may request and be accepted to make 
perpetual vows.  

Each of these events: the first Profession, Renewal 
of Vows, Perpetual Vows, and much later – Jubilees 
(25th, 50th and even later anniversaries) - are 
celebrated with great joy by all the Sisters, families 
and friends. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

NEWS… 

Later this year, we plan to re-open a Novitiate in 
Belmont, MA.  Years ago, our novitiate there 
welcomed women from the Region of the Americas 
only.  Now it will be an international novitiate, 
receiving women from different continents and 
regions of the world.  We count on your prayers and 
support for this new stage of our Marist and 
missionary presence in the world. 

On January 5th, 2019, the Eve of the Feast of the Epiphany, 
Sister Mele Senitila Latu made her perpetual vows, promising 
to live forever the vows of chastity, poverty and obedience 
according to the Constitutions of the Missionary Sisters of the 
Society. Sr Georgeanne Marie Donovan, our congregational 
leader, was present to receive the vows.  

Sr. Senitila made her perpetual vows during the evening 
Mass at Sacred Heart Church in Waltham.  Above Fr 
Dennis Wheatly, the pastor, is with Sister and two of her 
relatives who travelled all the way from New Zealand to 
attend. Others arrived from Florida, Texas and California. 

 

(Photo at right) On February 2nd, Sisters Mira 
Taurannang (from Kiribati) and Sunitha Anthonipillai 
(Sri Lanka) renewed their vows for two years. On the 
same day, Sr Rosemarie Mailhot celebrated her 75th 
Jubilee as a Marist Missionary Sister. 



 

 

 

 

Thinking of becoming a 
Marist Missionary Sister? 
Learn more: Visit our 
Website: maristsmsm.org 
Email: 
vocations@maristsmsm.org 
 
 

  

 

Marist Missionary Sisters 

Sharing the mission of Christ in the spirit of Mary 

Those who have gone before us…  

 

Did you know?  When you visit our website on your 
phone, tablet or computer, you can  
• Request	prayers	
• Make	an	online	donation	
• Sign	up	for	an	occasional	news	item	
• Download	past	copies	of	Marist	Mission	Today	
 

Sister Gloria Fournier, smsm 
(Formerly known as Sr. Mary Corinne)  
January 25th, 1928 – November 9th, 2018 

Read her story: 
http://www.smsmsisters.org/new.php?a=6a&id=961 

 


