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     200 Years in Mary’s Name 

On July 23, 2016, Marists throughout the 
world celebrated the 200th anniversary of 
the day when a group of newly ordained 
priests and seminarians, from the diocese 
of Lyons in France, went to the shrine at 
Fourvière and promised to found the 
Society of Mary. They had little idea of 
how they would do this, but they were 
convinced that this was “Mary’s work”: to 
follow her own simple and humble spirit, 
in carrying out the mission of her Son: to 
become “instruments of Divine Mercy” in 
a broken world. 

Above: Marists from all over the world gathered at the shrine of 
Our Lady at Fourvière in Lyons, France on July 23rd 2016 

Dear Partners in Mission, 

Here in the USA about 130 members  
of the different branches of the Marist  
Family gathered at St. Alfonso Retreat  
Center in Long Branch, NJ, from  
July 18th-22nd to commemorate the 200th  
anniversary of our beginnings at Fourvière. 
Our gathering as a Marist Family included the Marist 
Fathers and Brothers (SM), the Marist Brothers of the 
Schools (FMS) the Marist Sisters (SM) and the Marist 
Missionary Sisters (SMSM) as well as Marist Laity. 
Together, we listened to the history, special gifts and 
present reality of each branch of the Marists. The venue – 
right on the Atlantic Ocean - lent in a special way to the 
occasion.   It was a touching experience and one that has 
made us look once again at that gracious choice we have 
been called to by Mary.  The richness of each of our 
branches brings something so special to who we are as 
Marists.  We live it in various ways but always in the 
heart and the gift of who Mary is for the Marist family 
and for the world.   
Mary calls each of us to a compassionate heart, a heart 
that is inclusive to all peoples, a heart that goes out to the 
lonely and the forgotten of society.  Mary is needed in our 
world today and calls on each of us to share in her work.  
This experience of being together marked each of us in a 
very special way as we continue to seek ways in which we 
can collaborate more closely in living our Marist Spirit 
and in continuing her work in the world today. 
In Mary, 
Sister Claire Rheaume, smsm 
  

Below: Marist Family Fourvière Conference in New Jersey, July 2016. 
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Are You a Marist? 
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by Sr. Virginia Fornasa, smsm 
 

Some years ago, the Marist Fathers in the 
Boston area, with a team that included a 
Marist Missionary Sister, ran a series of 
weekend retreats for parishioners of Marist 
parishes from Maine to Brooklyn, NY.   Time 
after time, as faithful parishioners listened to 
the description of the “Marist spirit”, they 
came to the realization, “Well, I’m a Marist, 
too!” 
 

The Marist spirit is not complicated: it is 
simple and humble, faith-filled and loving, like 
Mary herself.  Marists aim to follow in the 
footsteps of Mary, living what may seem to 
others to be an “ordinary” life in an 
extraordinary way.  The transforming purpose 
of our life, like hers, is to bring Christ into the 
world through love, service to others, seeking 
God’s desire for us each day and responding 
with openness and generosity.  
 

We learn to follow Mary’s lead mainly by 
contemplating Scripture.  Among the passages 
in the Gospels and Acts of the Apostles that 
speak of Mary, two scenes are special “hinges” 
for Marists to open the door to greater 
understanding of her role and ours: 
 

1) Mary’s “hidden life” at Nazareth: where 
Jesus grew in “wisdom, age and grace” for the 
first 30 years of his life; a “holy family” who 
participated fully in the life of their village, 
pondering the mysteries of God’s revelation in 
their lives; living in obscurity while faithfully 
seeking to act according to God’s will each 
day and awaiting the fulfillment of God’s 
promises. 
 

2) Mary in the heart of the newborn Church, 
where, in Father Colin’s words, “Mary was 
the soul of the apostolic community while 
remaining in the background.” Can we 
imagine the mother of Jesus, after the 
Resurrection, gathered with the apostles, 
forgiving those who had abandoned Him, 
praying with them for the coming of the 
promised Spirit, and, after Pentecost, playing 
an active part in this new community, and 

Above: Sister Teresia (2nd from right) with some of the “Young 
Marists”, visiting a homebound woman in Montego Bay, 
Jamaica. 
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supporting and encouraging those who travelled far 
to spread the Good News?  Perhaps you have been 
doing the same in today’s Church!  
 

The vision of the early Marists was to extend the 
“Marist spirit” not only to the religious congregations 
that they founded, but also to promote the spirit of 
Mary among the laity.  From the beginning, there 
were lay groups of the Third Order of Mary, and 
today we find many individuals and groups of Marist 
Laity around the world.   
 

Perhaps you, faithful reader of the “Marist Mission 
Today”, already recognize yourself as a Marist!   It’s 
a gift for which we can all be grateful: that there are 
many women and men called to follow Christ today 
“in the manner of Mary”. 

Sister Rabunna (left) accompanied some of the young people of 
Jamaica to the World Youth Day with Pope Francis in Poland last 
July.  Here they are in front of the house of St. Faustina who 
promoted devotion to Divine Mercy. 



 

 

3 

Year of Mercy Pilgrimage 

The Mayor of Waltham, Jeannette 
McCarthy (center) draws the winning 
tickets, with Sr. Maria DeWulf and Sr. 
Mary Rita looking on. 

2016 Raffle Winners 

1st Mr.& Mrs. D. Gately 
     Waltham, MA 
 

4th R. Oosterman 
     San Jose, CA 

7th A. Harkey 
     Wildomar, CA     

2nd E. Ward 
      Bellevue, ID 
 

5th J.A. Ledwin 
     W. Seneca, NY 

8th K Merker 
     Port Ewen, NY 

3rd K. Finnegan 
     Chatsworth, GA 

6th B. Lacerra 
     Watertown, MA 

9th L. Nishigaya 
     Honolulu, HI 

 

Sister Mary Pedro, smsm 
(Ellen Martha Conway) 

7/29/36 ~ 7/4/16 

Sister Mary Annice, smsm 
(Anna Josephine Buttaro) 

8/12/28 ~ 9/21/16 

Sister Rita Marie Sirois, smsm 
2/2/20 ~ 9/28/16 

May they rest in peace… Read more about these Sisters at www.smsmsisters.org 
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By Sr. Mary Jane Kenney, smsm 
On Saturday, March 19, 2016, the Sisters in La Quinta, 
California, welcomed pilgrims from St. Frances Xavier Cabrini 
Church in Crestline, California.  The pilgrims were new and 
returning members of the Church who were following the call 
of Pope Francis in this Year of Mercy to make a pilgrimage as 
part of a spiritual journey from indifference to mercy.  The 
pilgrims set out to follow the example of Jesus, who by his 
words and actions, gave us a glimpse of God’s mercy.  The 
message of Pope Francis resounds for them in that, “It is 
absolutely essential for the Church and for the credibility of her 
message that she herself live and testify to mercy.  Mercy, he 
said, is “the beating heart of the Gospel.” 
 

The tour of Martha’s Village, which provides services for 
homeless people in the Coachella Valley, gave the pilgrims an 
opportunity to witness the corporal works of mercy that are a 
part of the life and fabric of the work that is taking place 
throughout the Diocese of San Bernardino. 
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Pilgrims in this Diocese are also given 
the opportunity to make a pilgrimage to 
designated sites, one of which is Sacred 
Heart Church in nearby Palm Desert.  
Those that pass through the holy doors of 
a designated pilgrimage site recognize 
their own deep desire for conversion. 

Above: The wonderful hospitality of the Sisters in 
La Quinta allowed these pilgrims to enjoy a desert 
pilgrimage that opened their hearts to witness 
mercy first hand. 



 

 

 Happy Thanksgiving! 
    

Thinking of becoming a Marist 
Missionary Sister? 
Learn more: Visit our website 
maristsmsm.org 
Contact:  
Sr Palepa Ioane smsm 
Vocation Minister 
Email: vocations@maristsmsm.org 
Tel: 781-996-9233 

YEAR END CHARITABLE GIFT        
A contribution to the Marist Missionary 
Sisters before the end of 2016 will be of great 
assistance to us in carrying out our missionary 
activity.  It also can result in tax savings when 
you prepare your tax returns next spring.   

READ MORE ABOUT THE MARIST MISSIONARY SISTERS at our website 
www.maristsmsm.org or on www.Facebook.com/MaristMissionarySisters 

Reward, O Lord, with 
Eternal Life, all those who 
for Your Name’s sake, do us 
good. 

Marist Daily Prayer for our Benefactors 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

If for any reason you do not wish to continue to receive this print publication in the mail, please let us 
know.  Contact our office at 781-893-0149. N.B. Recent issues of this publication can now be read 
online at our website. (See above).   


