
 

 

 

 

Dear Partners in Mission, 

Being in Jamaica for the opening of 
the new Guadalupe Munro Skills 
Training Center added a special 
dimension to my visit to the Sisters in March.             

Years ago, I remember meeting Mr. Munro and his 
wife. They both admired the work of our Sisters who 
staffed Hansen Home, a hospital for leprosy 
patients. Later they donated the property in 
Havendale, near Kingston, to the Marist 
Missionary Sisters. 

Because of new medications, the victims of leprosy 
no longer need institutional living. Today, however, 
there are new needs. Sisters Teresia Tinanisolo and 
Anamalia Pailate did research and talked to the 
people in the area where they are living.  They 
discovered that the big need was helping the youth to 
find employment in order to move out of poverty.  

Many lay people on all levels are involved with this 
project.  Today it is very important that we start 
with a very collaborative approach. Sr. Teresia has 
introduced such an approach from the beginning, as 
you will see from the article on the new Centre in 
this issue. 

We were also fortunate to have our Congregational 
Leader, Sr. Georgeanne Marie Donovan, with us for 
the Opening of the Centre on March 12th. Sister 
spent twenty-four years ministering in the church in 
Jamaica in the past. I pray that all goes well for the 
future and that this project will help people find 
employment so they can live happy and productive 
lives.  

 

 

Regional Leader 
Region of the Americas 

Marist Mission Today 
Number 79             Marist Missionary Sisters            Summer 2017 

New Skills Training Centre in Jamaica 

Sister Anamalia (2nd from left) and Sister Teresia (right) with the  
first students for Housekeeping and Sewing on May 8th 2017 
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For more than four decades Marist Missionary Sisters 
have run a Self-Help Centre in the Mt. Salem district of 
Montego Bay, Jamaica. Now, at last, after years of 
patient work, a similar Centre has been opened in the 
Havendale area of Kingston.   The opening ceremonies 
for the new “Guadalupe Munro Skills Training Centre” 
were held on Sunday, March 12th, and the first group of 
students was welcomed on May 8th 2017. 
The origin of this work goes back to a gift of property in 
Havendale from generous benefactors Owen and Mable 
Munro to the Marist Missionary Sisters in 2005.  At that 
time, the Sisters were able to move into the house, but it 
was many years before a former factory on the land 
could be renovated and used for a new purpose. 
Research and Collaboration 
In 2015, Sister Teresia Tinanisolo, who had been the 
administrator of the Mt. Salem Centre, and Sister 
Anamalia Pailate, an experienced missionary newly 
assigned to Jamaica, came to Havendale to research the 
needs of people in the area.  They spent many days 
“walking the lanes” and interviewing people to discern 
their needs together.  The Sisters also formed bonds with 
individuals and organizations that were interested and 
able to help. 
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“We have formed a partnership with the Catholic 
Women’s League of the dynamic Parish of St. Richard 
of Chichester here in Havendale,” Sister Teresia 
reported.  

The happy occasion [of the Opening] was well 
attended by members of the CWL and their 
families. As our SMSM Assembly was held in 
Kingston that week, all our Sisters were here for the 
Opening of the Centre.  
At the Blessing we welcomed and introduced the 
nine members of the newly formed Board: seven lay 
members with the two sisters. This group of men 
and women come from all walks of life with their 
many gifts and talents. I am confident that they will 
assist and support us in this important work of 
providing a holistic education and skills training for 
our youth and other people. 

There were also many individuals, both local and 
volunteers from overseas, who assisted with the project. 
Sister Teresia writes:  

We started the process of application to the five 
Government Departments in 2015. We had to seek 
approval not only of the Government but also the 
local residents as this is in a middle class residential 
zone. With the help of our Lawyer, Lorrain Marie 
Chin, and her father, who is an engineer, we 
managed to get through.  Mr. Chin offered his 
services to us free of charge from the first day and 
helped us with the structural report of the building 
and with the many demands of the various 
government ministries, some immediate and others 
over the course of the two year period. Finally, in 
November last year we received the OK to go ahead 
with the Skills Training Centre. 

Since Tourism is such an important part of the Jamaican 
economy, many young people want to acquire the skills 
necessary to work in hotels and restaurants. Others want 
to learn about home improvement or sewing. Another 
member of the Chin family, Mark Butler, volunteered 
his time and expertise to assist with the structural 
changes needed in the building to provide space for 
different departments – e.g. Kitchen, Restaurant, 
Housekeeping, and Sewing.   
There were also Catholic Lay missionaries from other 
countries who assisted in the project: Andrea Polletta 
and Francesco Ravo, from Italy, assisted with the 
construction work. Paul Bezzera, his wife Thyra and 
their five small children, from Brazil, were also 
involved and provided for the catering for the Opening 
celebration. All of these are members of the Neo 

 

Archbishop Kenneth Richards blesses the people and the 
Munro Centre building before the crowd enters. 

Sister Teresia Tinanisolo addresses the gathering. 

Above: Mrs. Jacobs, President of the Catholic Women’s 
League. Below: Board members, builders and families 
celebrate together. 
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Sister Florence Ouelette,smsm 
Sep 12th, 1928 ~ Feb 19th, 2017 

May they rest in peace!  ~ Read about the lives of these 
Sisters at smsmsisters.org 

Sister Florence St.Onge, smsm 
Feb. 23rd, 1915 ~ Feb 20th, 2017 
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Catechumenate Way. 
 

We wish to thank the many donors from the USA who 
gave contributions, large or small, to this project: some 
who gave when they heard our Sisters speak in the 
parishes, and others who are friends or family of our 
Sisters and wished to participate in this mission need 
for the people of Jamaica. May the Lord bless you all! 

At Right: Paul and Thyra Bezzara, lay missioners from Brazil 
and their children, provided the catering for the Opening of the 
new Centre. 

Sisters Gather for the Annual 
Assembly in Waltham, MA

Some of the Sisters who are 
missioned in Jamaica, Colombia, 
Peru and California joined the 
Sisters in Waltham for the Annual 
Assembly from June 12th-14th. 

During these gatherings, the Sisters 
enjoy the reunion with those they 
haven’t seen in several years, share 
their experiences of mission, take 
stock of where we are today, and 
make some plans for the future.  

This year Sr. Mary Jane and her 
Council gave a report on the 
ongoing work of Strategic 
Planning, done in collaboration 
with the National Religious 
Retirement Office.  We are grateful 
for all those who donate annually 
to the Retirement Fund for 
Religious, as this helps us in 
planning for the care of our senior 
Sisters.  

The Annual Assembly is an important time of sharing the challenges of mission 
today and renewing our friendships and mutual support. 

“Our faith in Christ, who became poor, and was always close to the 
poor and the outcast, is the basis of our concern for the integral 
development of society’s most neglected members.”               
       ~ Pope Francis, in “The Joy of the Gospel”, #186.  



 

 

    

Jubilees 2017 
Thinking of becoming a Marist 
Missionary Sister? 
Learn more: Visit our website 
maristsmsm.org 
Contact:  
Sr Palepa Ioane smsm 
Vocation Minister 
Email: vocations@maristsmsm.org  
Tel: 781-996-9233 

On Saturday, June 10th in Waltham, Massachusetts, 
many Sisters, family members and friends gathered to 
celebrate the 50th jubilees Sisters Pauline St Pierre and 
Joan Bernich. Sr. Pauline served for many years in 
Peru and Sr. Joan was missioned in Jamaica, and later 
in Bougainville, Papua New Guinea. Both are now 
active in different ministries in the USA.  

READ MORE ABOUT THE MARIST MISSIONARY SISTERS at our website 
www.maristsmsm.org or on www.Facebook.com/MaristMissionarySisters 


