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“The Lure of Lima” 
by Sr. Pauline Gresham smsm 

Above: Sister Ilaisaane Pofaiva (left) with a team broadcasting 
information about human trafficking in Peru. 
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A young girl’s dream can turn into a 
nightmare when she answers an invitation or 
advertisement to work in Lima. When we 
visit villages or schools in our ministry to 
prevent trafficking of persons we often start 
with this example because so many parents, 
teenagers and teachers can resonate with it. 
However more and more we are realizing 
that the problem is much bigger and very 
serious.  

Since 2010 the Religious in Peru have been 
very committed to form a society where there 
is no trafficking of persons. Their website, 
Red Kawsay, takes its name from a Quechua 
phrase “Sumak Kawsay” which is a proposal 
for all to live together in harmony and it 
includes all forms of life on earth. 

I attended a 3-day workshop in Lima 
organized by Red Kawsay, which is a 
commission of the Conference for Religious. 
Here I discovered the breadth of this topic as 
we looked at trafficking of persons, 
exploitation in work places, sexual 
exploitation, migration trends etc.  The net 

Dear Partners in Mission,            

As we near the season of Thanksgiving, it is  
a time to stop and thank God for all we have  
been  given.  At times, we can take so much  
for granted.  
 
In past publications we have written about our Sisters’ 
work against human trafficking through providing a home 
in southern California, Mary’s Guest House, for some 
who have escaped this slavery. In the San Francisco area 
another of our Sisters is very active in a Coalition of 
Religious who work to Stop Slavery.  
 
In this issue of Marist Mission Today, Sr. Pauline 
Gresham, who recently returned to Peru after serving for 
7 years on our General Council in Rome, writes about the 
need for combatting human trafficking even in the rural 
areas of Peru. On the national scale in Peru, Women 
Religious are united in working against this terrible 
trafficking in human beings. 
 
In the Diocese of Chulucanas, Peru, where our Sisters 
have served since the 1970’s, there is a concerted effort 
by both the diocese and the police to work together 
against trafficking. As more and more people become 
aware of this terrible tragedy let us hope and pray that 
with time there will be fewer victims throughout the 
world.    
 
In September, we saw the power of hurricanes and the 
devastation that was caused especially in Texas, Florida, 
Puerto Rico and other islands of the Caribbean.  Out of 
this disaster, we also experienced people working 
together and neighbor helping neighbor. Thanksgiving is 
a good time to thank God for what we have, but also to be 
mindful of those who have lost everything and are in 
need. May this Thanksgiving be filled with many blessings 
as you celebrate this wonderful holiday with your families 
and friends! We are happy and grateful you are part of 
our Marist Family.  
 
In Mary, 
  
Sister Mary Jane Kenney, smsm 
Regional Leader, Region of the Americas 
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“Our Common Home” in Chulucanas 
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spreads far and wide and many people are 
involved at all levels but a blanket of silence still 
covers a lot of these crimes.  
Here in the Chulucanas Diocese our focus is on 
prevention and establishing a network of 
support, both for those working in this ministry 
and also to some extent for those who feel 
trapped in some form of exploitation. We started 
in 2015 to form groups in different parishes to be 
actively involved in this area of education and 
justice.  
Sr. Ilaisaane Pofaiva smsm was involved from 
the beginning. So far 6 parishes have participated 
in workshops. I have just entered the scene and 
was happy to meet the team here in Chulucanas 
that was formed after one of these workshops. 
The 5 women here have visited schools and are 
now planning a 2-day workshop for two 
representatives from each of the 23 parishes in 
the Diocese. The coordinator of our group is 
Luzmila Rosada da Garcia who is the 
administrator of the Diocesan radio station and 
she is passionate about finding ways to give a 
voice to the voiceless. We have great support 
from the Bishop of Chulucanas, Daniel Turley. 
Bishop Daniel is the representative of the Peru 
Bishops’ Conference in this critical area of 
justice.  
We are not alone in this work. On September 8, 
four Police officers from Piura came and in a 
few hours broadened our local knowledge of this 
problem. And on September 23, the National 
Day in the Fight Against Trafficking, all those 
working in this area in Chulucanas will gather in 
the Plaza, the town center, to make people more 
aware of what is being done to prevent 
trafficking of persons and to celebrate our 
working together.  
“United by Hope” is the theme for Pope 
Francis’s upcoming visit to Peru, 21-24 January 
2018. His first public address will be in Puerto 
Maldonado (in the Amazon Rainforest).  There 
are numerous cases of injustices in this district. 
The Pope’s voice speaking of exploitation of 
persons will be a powerful way to draw attention 
to this insidious evil and hopefully more people 
will speak out against the abuse and become part 
of the struggle for a society free from human 
trafficking.  

 
Bishop Dan Turley of Chulucanas with women working 
against human trafficking. 
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Three times a year the pastoral workers of the 23 
Parishes of Chulucanas come together with Bishop 
Daniel Turley for three days to continue to develop the 
pastoral plan. These are people who serve as 
catechists, health workers, liturgists, basic Christian 
community leaders, youth leaders, social service 
coordinators, justice and peace workers, priests and 
religious. Three SMSMs -Sisters Viviana, Kieoma and 
Pauline attended the August meeting. Here are Sr. 
Pauline’s reflections on the latest gathering: 

I was struck by the dedication of the participants. 
There was a strong sense of unity and that it is together 
we are being church. A great example of this for me is 
Mercedes More, a young woman who lives with us in 
community. Mercedes and Yanet who are both pastoral 

A farming family in Chulucanas, Peru. 
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2017 Raffle Winners 7th W. O’Loan 
     Nashua, NH     

1st C.Piette 
     N.Smithfield RI 
 

4th J. Stahura 
     Hazle Township, PA 

8th M. Hery 
     Reading, MA 

2nd A. Fitzgerald 
      Johnston, RI 
 

5th Mr/Mrs Peddle 
     Northborough, MA 

9th D. DiBurro 
     Methuen, MA 

3rd Marist Sisters 
     San Leandro,CA 
 

6th A. Philippon 
     Topsham, ME 

10th S. Ciesla 
     Webster, MA 
 

 

Those who have gone before us…  
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workers were living at the Diocesan Centre until it was flooded earlier 
this year. 
My discovery of much of the diversity of what is happening in the 
diocese began with a blade of grass. One day I saw Mercedes with a 
large envelope full of grass. On inspection I saw it had a fungus. She 
was taking it to a laboratory to see if an organic insecticide can be 
found to cure plants affected with this fungus. From Mercedes I 
discovered that under the broad umbrella of working with families to 
improve ways of agriculture there was so much to be learned. I heard 
about organic farming, farmers forming associations, increased 
productivity, greening the desert, preserving the natural wealth in the 
mountainous areas, reforestation, bio diversity, the effects of open cast 
mines, struggles for justice for people affected by mining, effects of 
climate change, etc. 
These projects, which the Diocese has been working on for a number of 
years, take a very integrated, holistic approach.  The Diocesan Plan 
encompasses so much in this diocese where people are living in either 
the coastal desert or in the mountains up to about 3000 meters above 
sea level.  The dedicated pastoral workers are both at grass roots level 
and above the clouds as they work with the families.   Sister Viviana Kidimasi, from 

Fiji, and Sister Pauline Gresham, 
from New Zealand, serve together 
in Chulucanas, Peru. They are 
holding Anti-Trafficking posters 
to be distributed. 

Sister Phyllis Doucet (left) and 
Sister Mary Rita Philippon (right) 
with Jeannette A. McCarthy, the 
Mayor of Waltham, who drew the 
names of this year’s Raffle 
winners. 

 

Sister Esther was born in 
Jamaica.  She entered the Marist 
Missionary Sisters in 1948, and 
served in several communities in 
the USA, including Hawaii, then 
returned to Jamaica where she 
worked at the leprosy hospital, 
and later served in several 
parishes in the Montego Bay 
diocese. She is remembered for 
her gentle, loving way of being 
attentive to people of all ages. 
May she rest in peace. Sister Esther Reid smsm 

December 24th, 1918  
~ September 8th, 2017 



 

 

 Happy Thanksgiving! 
    

Thinking of becoming a Marist 
Missionary Sister? 
Learn more: Visit our website 
maristsmsm.org 
Contact:  
Sr Palepa Ioane smsm 
Vocation Minister 
Email: vocations@maristsmsm.org 
Tel: 781-996-9233 

YEAR END CHARITABLE GIFT        
A contribution to the Marist Missionary 
Sisters before the end of 2017 will be of great 
assistance to us in carrying out our missionary 
activity.  It also can result in tax savings when 
you prepare your tax returns next spring.   

READ MORE ABOUT THE MARIST MISSIONARY SISTERS at our website 
www.maristsmsm.org or on www.Facebook.com/MaristMissionarySisters 

Reward, O Lord, with 
Eternal Life, all those who 
for Your Name’s sake, do us 
good. 

Marist Daily Prayer for our Benefactors 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

If for any reason you do not wish to continue to receive this print publication in the mail, please let us 
know.  Contact our office at 781-893-0149. N.B. Recent issues of this publication can now be read 
online at our website. (See above).   


