
 

 

 

Dear Partners in Mission, 

Often in these pages the focus is on the various 
ministries and works that our Sisters do in 
different parts of the world: working with 
victims of human trafficking, migrants, 
prisoners, teaching, pastoral ministry, etc. 
 
But what is it that motivates all of these activities?  What is 
the spirit that animates our lives and our mission?  To put it 
simply, it is the spirit of Mary, the mother and first disciple of 
Jesus.  
 
Each religious congregation has its own unique spirit. When 
individuals are discerning a religious vocation, often it is 
because of the spirit of the group that one feels connected and 
will say, “This congregation is a good fit for me”. For our 
congregation, three essential elements are being Missionary, 
Marist and Religious. Any woman who would join our 
congregation has to be willing to leave her own country, take 
religious vows, and aim to live according to the Marist Spirit. 
 
Our Constitutions urge us to live as Mary did, 

In humility,  
 obedience,  
 forgetfulness of self,  
 love of neighbor   
 and love of God. (Constitutions, 47)  
 
Father Jean Claude Colin, founder of the Society of Mary, has 
written, “The spirit of Mary is something very delicate and 
very profound, which can only be grasped by sustained 
meditation and prayer.”  
 
From the very beginning of the Marist project Fr. Colin 
envisaged not only priests, sisters and brothers, but also lay 
people living the Marist spirit. He said lay people would go 
and be in places where religious would not be present.  In the 
Marist Spirit, we have a beautiful gift, meant to be shared.  
You are already “partners” in our mission: would you also be 
interested in joining a Marist Lay group in your area? 
 
Sister Mary Jane Kenney, smsm 

Regional Leader 
Region of the Americas 
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The Marist Spirit in Our Lives 

Sister Anne Quinn, smsm, from Australia, (above, left) 
with friends at a school in Jamaica. 

From Mary, mother and first disciple of Jesus, 
we learn 
to listen to His word and keep it, 
to live united with Him 

in our daily work 
and in times of sacrifice and difficulty, 

to love with sincerity and respect 
all those to whom He sends us. 
                                        (Constitutions, 52) 

 
In these few pages we can give just a “taste” of the 
Marist spirit through 

• Quotes from our Constitutions 
• Photos that illustrate their meaning for us 
• A longer reflection, “A Marian Church”, 

written some years ago by Marist Father 
Francois Marc, that gives a vision of what 
the whole Church would be like if 
transformed by Mary’s way of being and 
acting. 

• Some quotes from Pope Francis, who 
emphasizes the deep connection between 
the spirit of Mary and evangelization in 
today’s world. 
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“The Society (of Mary) must begin a new Church over again.  I do not mean that in a literal sense, that 
would be blasphemy.  But still, in a certain sense, yes, we must begin a new church.”       

 Jean-Claude Colin, Founder of the Society of Mary. 
 

A Marian Church 
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 I would like to plead for a Marian 
church; not for a church which 
multiplies processions and blesses 
huge statues…rather a church that 
“lives the Gospel after the manner 
of Mary.” 

The Marian Church follows Mary 
into the mountains, going off with 
her to encounter life; she visits 
men and women, and, though 
things may seem to be sterile, she 
is on the watch for what is coming 
to birth, for possibilities, for the 
life that beats in things. 

The Marian Church rejoices and 
sings.  Instead of bemoaning its 
fate and the world’s woes, she is in 
wonder at the beauty there is on 
the earth and in the human heart, 
as she sees what God is doing 
there. 

The Marian Church knows that she 
is the object of a gratuitous love, 
and that God has the heart of a 
mother.  She has seen God on the 
doorstep, on the lookout for the 
improbable return of a son; she 
has seen God throw his arms 
round the son’s neck, place the 
festal ring on his finger, and 
himself organize the homecoming 
feast.  When she pages through 
the family album, she sees 
Zacchaeus in his sycamore, the 
woman taken in adultery, the 
Samaritan woman, foreigners, the 
lepers, beggars and a common 
prisoner at his place of execution.  
So you see, the Marian Church 
despairs of no one, and does not 
quench the smoking flax.  When 
she sees someone on the side of 
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the road wounded by life, she is 
moved by compassion, and with 
infinite tenderness tends their 
wounds.  She is the safe harbor, 
who is always open, the refuge of 
sinners, the mater misericordiae, 
mother of mercy. 

The Marian Church does not 
know the answers before the 
questions are asked.  Her path is 
not traced out in advance.  She 
knows doubt and unease, night 
and loneliness.  That is the price 
of trust.  She takes her part in the 
conversation, but makes no claim 
to know everything.  She accepts 
that she must search. 

The Marian Church lives in 
Nazareth in silence and 
simplicity.  She does not live in a 
palace.  Her home is like all the 
other homes.  She goes out to 
chat with the other villagers.  She 
weeps with them, she rejoices 
with them, but she never 
preaches to them.  Above all she 
listens. 

The Marian Church stands at the 
foot of the cross.  She does not 
take refuge in a fortress or in a 
chapel or in prudent silence when 
people are being crushed.  She is 
vulnerable in her deeds and in her 
words.  With a humble courage 
she stands alongside the most 
insignificant. 

The Marian Church lets in the 
wind of Pentecost, the wind 
which impels one to go out, 
which unties tongues.  In the 
public square, not for the sake of 
hammering doctrine, nor to swell 
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her ranks, she proclaims her 
message: the promise has been 
kept, the fight has been won and 
the dragon crushed forever.  And 
this is the great secret which she 
can only murmur: to win the 
victory God has laid down his 
arms.  True, we are in an 
intermediate time, the time of 
human history.  And that history 
is a painful one. 

Yet every evening, at the end of 
vespers the Church sings the 
Magnificat.  For the church 
knows where her joy is to be 
found.  And look: God has not 
found our world or its afflictions, 
its violence or its wickedness 
uninhabitable.  It is there that he 
has met us.  And there, on the 
cross, we have seen the “mercy”, 
the open heart of God. 

There at the foot of the cross a 
people was born, a Marian 
people.  Seeing his mother and 
near her, the disciple whom he 
loved, Jesus said to his mother, 
“Woman, this is your son.”  
Then to his disciple he said: 
“This is your mother.”  From 
that moment, the disciple made a 
place for her in his home. 

Brothers and sisters, let us belong 
to this people.  Let us make a 
place for Mary in our home.  Let 
us enter with her into the 
“humble and heart-rending 
happiness” of loving and being 
loved.  And in the words of St. 
Therese of Lisieux, the church 
will be in this world, “a heart 
resplendent with love.” 

Francois Marc, SM 
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John and Jane Giordano, with an international group of Marist Missionary Sisters, 
in Waltham, MA. This married couple gave moving testimony to the beauty of a 
lifelong faith-filled commitment to each other – an inspiration for Sisters preparing 
to make perpetual vows within the family of Mary in the Church. 

Christ has gathered us together 
in one and the same family, 
under the name of Mary, to 
participate in His mission. 
 
Our common vocation is a new 
call to grow in love 
with the sisters He gives us. 
 
Rejoicing in the richness of 
internationality lived since the 
time of our pioneer sisters, 
we find in Christ a communion 
transcending distances and 
diversity of origin and service, 
with those both near and far. 
 
Living cells of one body, 
our communities are united to 
one another within the region 
and throughout the whole 
congregation.  
                     (Constitutions, 152) 

We contemplate Mary particularly 
in the simple hidden life of Nazareth 
and in the newborn Church, 
where she was the soul of the apostolic community 
while remaining in the background. 
As we enter into these mysteries, 
we grow in understanding 
that our vocation in the Church 
unites apostolic zeal with discreet presence, 
in faith, patience and prayer. 
It calls us to co-operate with all, 
according to the Gospel, 
in a way that is humble, simple and forgetful of self, 
so that we ourselves remain always 
“as it were hidden and unknown in the world” 
                                                     (Constitutions, 53) Contemplating Mary at Nazareth and among the Apostles 

and disciples in the newborn Church. 

From Pope Francis in “The Joy of the Gospel”:  

With the Holy Spirit, Mary is always present in the midst 
of the people. She joined the disciples in praying for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:14) and thus made 
possible the missionary outburst which took place at 
Pentecost. She is the Mother of the Church which 
evangelizes, and without her we could never truly 
understand the spirit of the new evangelization. #284 

The close connection between Mary, the Church and each 
member of the faithful, [is] based on the fact that each in 
his or her own way brings forth Christ. #285 

 



 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sister Mary Felesi, smsm 
From the Solomon Islands 

Will make her perpetual vows on June 30th 2018 
In Waltham, Massachusetts 

Perpetual Vows  

Thinking of becoming a Marist Missionary Sister? 
Learn more: Visit our website www.maristsmsm.org 
Email: vocations@maristsmsm.org   

(Photo: Sisters in Jamaica, January 2015) 

READ MORE ABOUT THE MARIST MISSIONARY SISTERS at our website 
www.maristsmsm.org or on www.Facebook.com/MaristMissionarySisters 


